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were the original inhabitants, children of the soil, of
whom no one knew whence they came. This opinion,
however gratifying it may be to the pride of a great
race, is disproved by the best Bulgarian historian, who
regards them-as foreigners, like the Goths and Huns.
But whether they first entered Bulgaria in the third
century, or considerably later, is uncertain. At any
rate, by the seventh century they are found settled
there. From them and the other tribes who subse-
quently mixed with them, the modern Bulgarians are
descended, and derive their language, customs, and
habits of thought The Slavs drove the survivors of
the old Thracian and Illyrian population before them
to the mountains and occupied their lands in the
plains. But they were not permitted to perpetuate
their dominion. In the second half of the seventh
century the Bulgari crossed the Danube and entered
the territory which has ever since borne their name.

The origin of these Bulgarian invaders has been
much disputed. The best authorities, arguing from
the obvious difference between their mode of life and
that of the Slav races as well as from the Oriental
names of their ancient rulers, have decided that the
Bulgarians were an Asiatic tribe, totally unconnected
with the Slavs. Some regard them as of Finnish
stock, others as a Tartar people, and others again as
of Turkish blood. It seems probable, however, that
their former home was on the banks of the Volga,
a river from which some have derived their name.
But it is much more likely that the men gave their
name to the river, rather than the river to the men.
Their history, previous to their arrival in what is now